64            FORETHOUGHT FOR POSTERITY.            [m

If we look, in the first instance, at the inorganic.
framework of our earth, and consider what science
has revealed, or at any rate rendered exceedingly
probable, as to its past history, we are struck by the
ages and ages of preparation which preceded the
first appearance of animal or even vegetable life upon
it. And after their first appearance, what immense
lapse of time there must have been while that vege-
tation was growing which is now laid up and at our
service in the coal-fields. Ought not we too to
exercise foresight for the wants of those who may
live long after us? In freely using the stores of
coal and other minerals of which the supply, large
though it may be, is yet limited, ought we not to
consider it a duty to have regard to the wants of
posterity, and at least avoid reckless waste ? Still
more is this the case as regards races of animals
useful to man, or trees the growth it may be of a
great many years, which we ought not recklessly to
almost exterminate in the selfish desire to supply our
own immediate wants, or accumulate hoards of money
-without thinking of those who are to come after us.

Again, as the welfare of the lower animals is pro-
vided for, and means furnished for the satisfaction of
their wants, it is our duty too to treat them kindly,
to avoid cruelty, or the needless infliction of pain.
Indeed, our natural feelings seem to teach us as much
as that; to torture an animal for the sake of amuse-